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SUBJECT: NARCOTICS DRUGS LAW 

RANGOON, FEB 21 - THE BURMESE GOVERNMENT, YESTERDAY 
(FEB 20) PROMULGATED A NEW NARCOTICS DRUGS LAW, WHICH 
COVERS ALL ASPECTS OF ILLICIT DRUG TRAFFICKING AND 
MAKES CULTIVATION, PRODUCTION, AND POSSESSION OF ILLEGAL 
DRUGS PUNISHABLE BY HEAVY EINES AND 5-10 YEARS OF 
IMPRISONMENT. THE DEATH PENALTY CAN BE IMPOSED FOR 
PROCESSING OR SALE OF NARCOTICS. THE LAW ALSO REQUIRES 
COMPULSORY REGISTRATION AND TREATMENT OF ALL DRUG ADDICTS. 

THE NARCOTICS DRUGS LAW COVERS THE WHOLE OE BURMA EXCEPT 
FOR SOME 413 VILLAGE-TRACTS IN THE SHAN STATE IN WHICH 
18,744 ACRES ARE UNDER POPPY CULTIVATION BUT INCLUDES PLANS TO 
HELP PROVIDE SUBSTITUTE CASH CROPS IN PLACE OF THE POPPY. THE 
PLANS ENVISAGE THAT POPPY CULTIVATION WILL BE TOTALLY ERADICATED 
IN BURMA IN THREE TO FIVE YEARS, AND MARCH 1, 1979 IS THE DATE 
SET EOR TOTAL ENFORCEMENT OF THE NEW LAW. 

2. THE PREAMBLE OE THE NEW LAW STATES THAT 'NARCOTICS DRUGS... 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 RANGOO 00490 211036Z 

ARE NOW PROLIFERATING ALL OVER THE WORLD. UNLESS THIS 
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PHENOMENON IS CHECKED IN TIME, THE VERY HUMAN RACE EACES THE 
THREAT OF DESTRUCTION. AS THE WORLD COMMUNITY IS COMBATTING 
THIS THREAT, THE UNION OF BURMA FEELS THE NEED TO lOIN IN 
THE CAUSE. THIS GOVERNMENT BELIEVES THAT PUNISHMENT ALONE IS 
INADEQUATE TO PREVENT THIS DANGER, THAT 

ALL-ROUND MEASURES LIKE EDUCATING THE PEOPLE ON THE DANGERS 
OF NARCOTICS DRUGS, PLANNING AND PERSUADING POPPY GROWERS TO 
SUBSTITUTE IT WITH OTHER USEFUL CROPS AND RESCRIBING COMPULSORY 
TREATMENT FOR DRUG ADDICTS ARE NEEDED FOR EFFECTIVE PREVENTION 
OF THE POTENTIAL DANGER OF NARCOTICS.' 

HANSON 
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